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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, December 16th, 2020 

 
Present via Zoom: Howard Widelitz, Richard Hopkins, Steve Maier, Van Barth, Ross Conrad, 
Lisa Bernardin and Lindsey Fuentes-George, Liv Herdman 
 
Guest: Dan Rafferty 
 
Absent: Diane Munroe 
 
Meeting started at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Review and Approval of Previous Minutes:  
There were no corrections to the previous meeting’s minutes. Steve motioned to approve, 
Richard seconded and all approved. 
 
Bio-Diesel Update: 
Ross has seen several quotes indicating that a biodiesel tank for the Public Works department 
could be acquired for under $3,000. The Public Works department has already selected a 
location for the tank. Ross has checked that this project follows state regulations and will see 
if there are any applicable federal regulations. Lindsey noted that this will have to go through 
the Infrastructure Committee and then the Selectboard. Howard will organize a small group 
meeting with Luther Tenny to learn about his experiences using biodiesel at the College. 
Richard motioned to approve up to $3,000 for a biodiesel tank and to recommend this to the 
Infrastructure Committee. Van seconded and all approved. 
 
Updates to GHG Reduction: 
Richard updated calculations for municipal emissions for both 2018-2019 and 2019-2020. 
These new calculations show that in 2019-2020 the Town of Middlebury produced 6.9% more 
carbon dioxide than the previous year. These calculations came from expenditures tracked by 
Jackie Sullivan.  
 
Richard and Howard both attended the December meeting of the Infrastructure Committee 
where they went over the MEC’s reduction strategy. The Infrastructure Committee is hoping 
to see more information as this plan goes forward but a resolution in support of the MEC’s 
strategy passed. 
 
Richard framed his reduction resolution in terms of greenhouse gases not just carbon dioxide. 
If all greenhouse gases are included then this would count the methane output from the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). Installing an anaerobic digester would then help with 
the reduction goals. Dan mentioned that gas produced from an anaerobic digester could be 
used to power municipal vehicles, further reducing emissions. Richard said that more needs to 
be done in figuring out the potential of the energy generated from a digester and whether it 
would be stored as gas or burned for electricity. Lindsey suggested reaching out to Eric Fitch 
who has worked on digester projects around Vermont for more information. 
 
Richard drafted a resolution for the Selectboard pertaining to the MEC’s reduction strategy. 
The resolution outlines the harm caused by climate change and the Town’s role as an emitter 
of fossil fuels. It also explains how reducing GHG emissions will help meet state goals and 
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avoid future harms. It calls for the Town to set a goal of reducing the emissions of carbon 
dioxide equivalents from Town operations by 80% before they end of fiscal year 2029-2030. 
The resolution also directs the MEC to provide annual GHG emission reports and directs the 
Town Manager to analyze the impact on GHG emissions for equipment purchases or building 
improvements. 
 
Ross questioned whether the last part was needed given that a purchasing policy already 
exists. Richard asked if the policy had been renewed since it was originally only implemented 
for a year. Howard said that the purchasing policy should be renewed and then afterwards the 
last section would not be needed. Ross suggested that the MEC reach out to the Infrastructure 
Committee to work on renewing the policy. Steve said that Richard’s resolution should not be 
held up while the purchasing policy renewal is figured out. Richard would like for this 
resolution to be passed before Town Meeting Day in March. Howard said that it could be sent 
to the Infrastructure Committee in early January and be ready for the Selectboard’s second 
January meeting. 
 
Ross motioned to approve the resolution, Liv seconded it and all approved. Ross noted that 
there are three things that need to go before the Infrastructure Committee: the resolution, 
purchasing policy renewal and biodiesel tank proposal. Lindsey will send over the resolution 
to Heather Seeley. 
 
End of Year Report: 
Howard put together a draft of the MEC's end of year report. Several members had small 
editing suggestions about wording. Richard will add information about this year’s CO2 

emissions from the Town. Howard will make the edits and bring the report back to the MEC 
for approval in January. 
 
Updates and Other News: 
Lisa brought up that efforts for J-term interns have fallen by the wayside and at this point it 
is too late for January. Steve said that March and April would be a good time to put together 
proposals for summer interns. 
 
Lindsey suggested that the MEC should have a window in town somewhere for people to walk 
by and see energy efficient ideas such as window dressing. She said that this display could be 
more permanent than past displays. 
 
Ross asked if funds for the police station had been approved and whether Green Lantern had 
reached back with more information. The funds have been approved and GL has not 
responded yet. 
 
There is a workshop led by the MIT Sustainable Design Lab on community wide energy 
modeling from January 19-21. Lindsey said the Jack Byrne, the Dean of Sustainability at the 
College, is looking for community participation and is asking if MEC members want to 
participate in the opening and closing of the workshop. There will be a meeting with Jack 
Byrne next week for more details. 
 
 
Richard motioned to adjourn, Lindsey seconded and all approved. The meeting adjourned at 
10:33 a.m. 


